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to convey food to the mouth is superior or inferior to the
Western method of using table utensils. If India had never
been under Western rule, foreigners there might be duly
grateful to be permitted to adopt their own mode of eating
in public places. As it is, they can hardly be expected to
look upon it in that light, when for a century or more the
accepted manners of the Indian upper classes have been
modelled upon the ways of the dominant power.
Nothing could be more natural than the determination
of the national and local authorities to break down the
segregation which has long been an established feature of
life in Indian cities. But it is a policy in the execution of
which undue haste can be harmful to the international
repute of India, as well as to the susceptibilities of those
who must in future learn to regard themselves as tolerated
guests.
In all countries, even those with a homogeneous popula-
tion, there is a measure of segregation. Sections of the
people with varied social customs congregate in more or
less clearly divided zones, and are the happier for it. In
India, that was undoubtedly carried to excess in the past,
but too rapid a campaign for its reversal can lead only to
friction. For example, Indians of all classes seem to be
able to enjoy, or at least to bear without discomfort, a
degree of noise which tears Occidental nerves to shreds.
The incessant music, on instruments and scales which
sound like unorganised discordant uproars to the average
Western ear, arouses no trace of resentment when it con-
tinues day and night in purely Indian areas. There may
be immense differences of social status between the residents
of the area, but they are all attuned to that aspect of their
own culture. It involves no dispargement that someone
from America or Britain should find the same sounds so
intolerable as to constitute a menace to health and sanity.
Illustrations could be multiplied endlessly.   There is the
question of the Indian throat.    It is a peculiar organ